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Sideshow as an Oddity

Maud Wagner
1877-1961

Maud Stevens Wagner, is an American Circus
performer. She is also known as the first known

female tattoo artist in the United States. Wagner
was an aerialist and a contortionist in many
different traveling circus shows. Wagner learned
as an apprentice to her husband, Gus Wagner. She
was one of the last tattoo artists to work by hand
with traditional “Hokey-pokey” tattoos.
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Vaudeville & Sideshow

Violet and Daisy Hilton
1908-1964

Hilton were British born conjoined twins. Thelr
with their mather Kate Skinner, who sold her
0 her emplover Mary Hilton, who saw Hinencl
prospects in them,

was used py their gnardians and exploted
ry young, Their first tour was in 1911 at the age of
ears old as “The United Twins”,

After vears of being captive to greedy puardians, the tweo

rs emancipated in 1931, and sued their managers. They
continied ”‘u*:' career in show business and Vaudeviile unti] their
popularty Their last public appearance was in 1961,
where 1]w1r tour manager abandoned them in North Carolina.
There, they began working for a grocery store and spent the rest of

their liveggashiers

On '1=‘- wall we h'l\-‘!.' an r]J‘i].‘.ina'i ph-.}[n of the two wWOmeT.

can be seen under a nugmh.m;; glass
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Vaudeville & Sideshow

Violet and Daisy Hilton
1908-1969

Violet and Daisy Hilton were British born conjoined twins. Their
story begins with their mother Kate Skinner, who sold her
children to her employer Mary Hilton, who saw financial
prospects in them.

Their anomaly was used by their guardians and exploited when
they were very young. Their first tour was in 1911 at the age of
three years old as “The United Twins".

After years of being captive to greedy guardians, the two
sisters emancipated in 1931, and sued their managers. They
continued their career in show business and Vaudeville until their
popularity declined. Their last public appearance was in 1961,
where their tour manager abandoned them in North Carolina.
There, they began working for a grocery store and spent the rest of

their lives as cashiers.

On this wall we have an original photo of the two women,
signed. The signature is faint, and almost completely illegible but
can be seen under a magnifying glass.
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